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1. STAFF REPORTS / ITEMS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  













 
To:         Michael Spurgeon, City Manager 

From: Lori Hill 

CC:        Norman Stephens  

Date: August 12, 2016 

Re: Notes to Council – Updated 2017 Draft OneVoice Regional Tourism Task Force Issue Statements 
 

OneVoice is Northeast Oklahoma’s principle business‐driven regional advocacy effort. Facilitated by the Tulsa Regional 
Chamber and 70 regional partner organizations, OneVoice engages the business community each year to identify key 
legislative priorities that advance the region and its business prosperity.  
 
Each summer, nine OneVoice task forces meet to identify state and federal priorities in target areas. The top issues from 
each task force are then vetted by the OneVoice Summit in the fall, where the final OneVoice agenda is crafted.  

 
Below are 2017 Draft OneVoice Issue Statements for the Regional Tourism Task Force 

 
State  
1. Self‐Determination in Facility Firearm Policies: While acknowledging the rights granted by the Second Amendment, 
protect the current law giving venue owners, event operators, and recreational facilities the authority to control firearm 
policies on property they manage. Removing this control would endanger Oklahoma’s ability to attract events that bring 
thousands of visitors and millions of dollars into our economy each year. Many events—especially in youth and 
collegiate sports—have non‐negotiable firearm policies and removing the controls under current law would limit facility 
operators’ ability to ensure the safety of their events, increase the cost of providing security, and could subject them to 
additional liability.  

2. Public Arts Funding, Oklahoma Arts Council: Maintain funding for public arts initiatives and arts‐related 
programming, and an independent Oklahoma Arts Council in its current state. Both play a unique and vital role in 
sustaining Oklahoma’s exceptional cultural resources, fostering creativity, and ensuring access to our heritage, offsetting 
the dearth of arts education in our schools, and attracting and retaining a talented workforce. Further, consolidation of 
the OAC would jeopardize more than $1.5 million of federal and regional funding and programs for Oklahoma from the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the Mid‐America Arts Alliance.  
 

3. Route 66: Promote Oklahoma's 400+ miles of Route 66 and its associated attractions and businesses as a 
cultural/heritage tourism destination. Route 66 is a tremendous economic engine that attracts hundreds of thousands of 
national and international tourists each year, and Oklahoma has the most miles of any of the eight states through which 
Route 66 passes. Tourism is the third largest industry in Oklahoma, and support for Route 66 will provide an enormous 
return on investment for our state. According to a report prepared for the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation 
Department, destination spending in Oklahoma totaled $8.2 billion in 2014, creating $366 million in public revenue for 
the state, $261 million in revenue for municipalities, and supporting more than 95,000 jobs.  
 

4. Airbnb: While embracing innovation and entrepreneurship, support legislative efforts to ensure Airbnb and other 
short‐term online rental companies operate legally in the state, subject to local regulation, and are held to standards 
comparable to the lodging industry, if operating as a business. Oklahoma should establish a framework for allowing 
hosts or hosting platforms to register at the state or local level, clarify in which cases a host is required to register, and 
regulate the collection of state/local taxes, where appropriate. Legislation must also reinforce the primacy of local laws 
on this issue.  
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5. Oppose Consolidation of ORTD: Oppose any effort to eliminate the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department 
through consolidation with the Department of Commerce. Eliminating or hindering ORTD through consolidation would 
have a negative impact on the state’s attractiveness as a travel destination, and would also hurt our state‐owned parks 
and resorts. Efforts by the Department of Tourism and Recreation  
 
 
attracted 1.22 million new visitors to the state in the first half of 2015 alone. Travel spending is up 20% in Oklahoma, and 
we have seen a 15% increase in related state revenue produced. Efforts to consolidate the Department would hinder 
this progress, and would do more harm than good for state.  
 

Federal  
1. Upgrade Air Transportation Infrastructure: Accelerate improvements to our nation’s air traffic control system, 
specifically targeting NextGen (air traffic control modernization) to boost air traffic capacities and efficiency. Flight delay 
cost travelers time and money, and result in lost business opportunities, cancelled meetings, and reduced optimization 
of airline resources. Today’s ATC system is based on 1940’s era radar and creates bottlenecks in severe weather and 
heavily congested airspace. NextGen utilizes a GPS through satellite‐based navigation that provides sophisticated flight 
guidance technology, reducing flight delays and airline fuel consumption while increasing aircraft availability as a result 
of increased flight efficiency.  
 
2. Page Belcher Federal Courthouse: Support the relocation of the Page Belcher Federal Courthouse tenants to 
repurpose the building as outlined in the City of Tulsa Downtown Master Plan, which is integral to the continued growth 
of downtown and will provide access to high‐value mixed use residential, retail, and hotel development to support the 
adjacent BOK Center and Cox Business Center.  
 
3. Federal Historic Tax Credits: Maintain federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits for the restoration of historic 
buildings. These credits have for 30 years been an important catalyst for incentivizing private investment to preserve our 
nation’s historically‐significant buildings and revitalize the historic cores of American cities. The existing 20‐percent 
income tax credit for certified historic structures and 10 percent credit for certain non‐certified historic structures 
should be preserved.  
 
4. Aviation Workforce: Support efforts by Congress to review federal flight training requirements and reduce the time 
and expense associated with reaching minimum commercial flight certification, while achieving comparable training 
levels. Despite record airline profits and low oil prices, the U.S. domestic airline network is getting smaller. New federal 
requirements for airline pilots implemented two years ago have created additional barriers for those seeking to enter 
this critical industry. This is affecting Tulsa and many other communities who have seen a loss of flights or no increase in 
service despite high passenger load factors. Congress should explore reforms in order to attract more pilots to this 
critical industry.  
 
5. Address Online Booking Scams: Support legislation to prohibit a third party online reservation seller (an online seller 
that is not affiliated with the hotel or venue, nor provides services or accommodations) from charging a consumer 
unless the seller discloses all material terms of the transaction. Reforms to ensure transparency for consumers online 
are critical to addressing the growing problem of online booking scams, and will protect both consumers and businesses 
alike. 

 



Tulsa WorldSource: Home Builders Association of Greater Tulsa

Tulsa area housing starts

Muskogee
0/5

Wagoner
County 
18/164

Rogers
County
26/150  

Claremore
1/9

Collinsville
10/67

Tulsa
28/279

Owasso
13/138     Verdigris

   4/42
Catoosa

 0/6

Skiatook
2/28

Sand Springs
1/20

Sapulpa
 6/30

Okmulgee
0/0

Glenpool
 8/49

Jenks
28/150

Bixby
 17/155

Broken Arrow
38/206

Tulsa County
4/80

Coweta
3/18

Kiefer
0/3

Bartlesville
 4/18

Wagoner
1/2

TOTALS
July/Year-to-Date        .

            212/1619 



2. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE / NOTIFICATION 
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Broken Arrow has been recognized consistently as one of the best places in America in which to live and raise a family. With a 
population of nearly 108,000, the City of Broken Arrow sets the standard by providing the best municipal programs and services 
in our region, while promoting a positive and safe environment for families, businesses, community organizations and visitors.  

  
   

 
 

Contact: Krista Flasch 
Director of Communications 

City of Broken Arrow 
Phone: (918) 259-2400, ext. 5309 

Mobile: (918) 855-1055 
Fax: (918) 259-8226 

 

 
Refuse and Recycling Survey Results Available on Website 

BAMA will discuss at August 16 meeting 
 
 
Broken Arrow, Okla. (8/9/16) – The City of Broken Arrow has received the results of the refuse 

and recycling survey that was conducted by telephone in May. Representatives from Gershman, 

Brickner & Bratton, Inc. will present the findings to the Broken Arrow Municipal Authority at the 

August 16 meeting.  

 

“We look forward to discussing the results of this important survey with the City Council,” said 

City Manager Michael Spurgeon.  “We need to look to the future and determine how we can 

incorporate a curb-side recycling program into our operation.”  

 

The survey was conducted through SoonerPoll and asked residents about their satisfaction with 

the current trash system and gauged interest in a recycling program. The findings will help the City 

decide if and what changes should be made to the current waste disposal program. 

 

The report is available at www.brokenarrowok.gov/recycling-survey.  
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