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General Services Monthly Report September 2016
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To: Kenneth Schwab, Assistant City Manager - Operations
Fron ond, Director Parks and Recreation

CC: Jennifer Hooks, Gail Kirk
Date: October 18", 2016
Re: September 2016 Monthly Report

Please find enclosed the September 2016 Monthly Report for the Parks and Recreation
Department.

Please contact Scott Esmond if you have any questions.

Encl: September 2016 Monthly Report



Attended City Council meeting.

Attended City Manager’s staff meetings.

Attended Assistant City Manager’s staff meetings.

Held weekly staff meetings with direct reports.

Met with Assistant City Manager of Operations, Engineering and Construction Director, and
Finance Director to discuss funding options for the Liberty Trail retaining wall and drainage

repairs.

Met with Engineering and Construction staff to discuss the progress and sti s of the
Museum Broken Arrow repairs.

Met with Assistant City Manager of Operations, other department heads, and staff regarding
the future use and maintenance of the Fairway Park regional detention area.

Attended the Interactive Water Feature (IWF) construction progress meeting.
Met with Battle Creek staff to discuss future Monarch Butterfly waystations.
Director’s annual performance review was conducted.

Met with Greenway Golf's leadership team to discuss future plans for Battle Creek Golf
Course.

Attended the preconstruction meeting for Streetscapes IV Project.

Met with an event promoter, a Chamber representative, and City staff to discuss an outdoor
ice skating rink and holiday shops during the holiday season at the Rose District Plaza.

Met with an event promoter and City staff to discuss an international hot air balloon festival
at the Events Park for June 2017.

Met with Monarch Butterfly committee for the purpose of discussing future plans and
implementation schedules.



BATTLE CREEK GOLF CLUB

» September temperatures were above average with many days exceeding 90 degrees. The
club missed budgeted revenues by $7,269 and $8,684 less than last year for September.

» Tournament rounds were strong with 732 total tournament rounds. However, twilight rounds
were much tower than normal with a total of 316 which was 159 less than budgeted and 198
less than 2015 twilight rounds.

> Battle Creek Golf Club (BCGC) raised money for Patriot Golf Day to benefit veterans. Each
year, BCGC asks members and patrons to help support Patriot Golf Day by donating money
when they arrive at the 11th hole. BCGC staged a tent, coolers, and gave out two
complimentary ball sleeves of Titleist Golf balls and a complimentary domestic beer or soda
to patrons who made a donation. BCGC raised $943 and the event provided a way to give
back to the veterans that have served our country and to build relationships with our
patrons at the same time.

» September was still pretty warm this year. The temperatures were in the upper 90’s and the
overnight lows were in the mid 50's. BCGC received 2.3 inches of rainfall.

» The maintenance team accomplished many tasks this month to im| ove or continue to
provide excellent playing conditions of the golf course, These tasks included:
o Many irrigation repairs which included several mainline repairs. The system is 20
years old and is needing more repairs as it ages.
o Sprayed wetting agents to fairways, tee boxes, and green surrounds to extend
watering intervals and extend the water availability to these areas.
o Sprayed plant growth regulators to help minimize clippings.
Needle tined all greens to improve oxygen exchanges and water infiltration.
Fertilizer was applied to the entire course with organic fertilizer to help with food
storage for winter protection.
Top-dressed greens to help smooth ball marks.
Sprayed greens with fungicides as needed.
Edged sprinkler heads around greens to keep spray patterns uniform.
Over-seeded the driving range tee with rye grass to help eep the tee playable
during the winter months.
Began to prep an area between 13 tee and 14 green for planting of wildflowers
and milkweed for the City’s Monarch Butterfly Project.
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» Next month, pre-emergent herbicides will be applied where needed. Top-dress and fertilize
greens to prepare for winter play. Finish mowing the native areas for the season, and
prepare the golf course for the cooler weather.






» Hosted Tulsa Boutique Bridal Show; received 4 leads from the show.

» Hosted a BCGC Employee Night Out for all staff and their friends at Drillers Stadium with a
suite and food provided by the Tulsa Driilers.

SPECIAL EVENTS DIVISION

» Attended Director’s weekly staff meetings.

» Prepared, planned, and attended Special Events Committee meetings.

» Prepared road closures for various events.

» Met with event organizer and Chamber of Commerce to discuss Red, White and Brew layout.
Attended Red, White and Brew event which was combined with Green Country Mustang

Round Up.

» Met with Chalk it Up event organizer to go over final details, attended volunteer briefing, and
plans for set up. Also, attended the event.

» Met with Traffic Control Manager for training to adjust the lights in the Rose District.
» Attended the Skydance Festival event.

» Attended Beeline for the Cure event.

» Aftended Night at the Museum event.

» Met with Bring Back the Roses and Rose Festival chairperson.

» Attended meeting with City staff and event organizers for Ruts and Guts.
> Met with organizers for possible future car show event.

» Attended First United Methodist Church Block Party.

» Tourism Director attended the Turkish Festival for the Events Division.

» Attended the River Hawk Run.

> Attended the Health Fair.

» Followed up with event organizers in preparation for events taking place in September and
October.



»

»

Met with event organizers for the Veterans Challenge.

Attended Active Shooter Training.

Attended Homecoming Parade.

Followed up with the Winter Festival/Holiday Festival event organizer.,

Met with City Staff, Cox Communications and volunteers to discuss operations for the
evening, power needed for vendors, and barricade delivery. Also, attended the event.

Community Event Manager was out of the office the last week of the month.

Attended Geographic Information System (GIS) meetings for database design for Parks and
Recreation Department.

Attended Rose District Farmers Market every Saturday.
Attended Parks and Recreation Department luncheon.

Attended Walk for Scleroderma.

RECREATION DIVISION

Attended Special Events Committee meetings.
Scheduled and executed monthly supervisor meeting.

Attended planning meeting for City Employees Service Awards Luncheon to be held in
December.

Attended City of Broken Arrow University meeting at City Hall Council Chambers.

Conducted Ray Harral Nature Center Supervisor interviews, discussed final candidates for
position, and assessment results with Parks and Recreation Director and Horticulturalist.

Attended final walk-through, excluding electric, of Nienhuis Park Basketball and Tennis
Courts.

Attended meeting with Parks and Recreation Director, Communications Director, and Nature
Center Recreation Assistant to discuss Discover Oklahoma TV Show episode regarding Ray
Harral Nature Park and Nature Center.,

New Marquee erected at Central Park completing Sales Tax Capital Improvement Project
number 166010,

Attended Learn to Edit the Citizen Website class at City Hall.

Met with Ray Harral Nature Center Recreation Assistant.



> Attended Geographic Information System (GIS) meeting with Parks and Recreation Director,
Maintenance Manager, Facility Maintenance Supervisor, Special Events Assistant, and Parks
and Recreation Administrative Assistant.

» Conducted full-time Recreation Assistant interviews.

» Met with Nienhuis Park Maintenance Supervisor to discuss Nienhuis Park Football storage
issue.

> Attended Parks and Recreation GIS Database design meeting.

» Conducted Center Supervisors meeting.

» Logged visitors for September 3,028 which is a decrease of 371 compared to August.

» Tennis in the Park was held at the new Central Park Tennis Courts. Ten participants took
part in this free tennis lesson program,

» Logged visitors for September were 1,855 a decrease of 405 compared to August.

» The total visitors for September were 1,226 which is an increase of 141 compared to August.
» Discover Oklahoma TV show was on site filming for an unknown October show time.

> Bark in the Park, a new event, took place at Ray Harral Nature Park. Approximately 30
people and dogs participated along with 4 vendors including Broken Arrow Animal Sheiter.

PARKS MAINTENANCE DIVISION

» Attended Director’s weekly staff meeting.
» Conducted maintenance division staff meetings.

» Monitored ongoing park projects:

o Nienhuis Sports Courts: Attended final electric walk-through. Courts are opened to
public. Minor punch list items remaining- signage, tennis net posts wrong size, sod,
etc.

o Rose District Interactive Water Feature (IWF): IWF operational. Final inspections
completed on surface structures. Mechanical final to be compieted after contractor
makes electrical adjustments to fountain features. Minor issues noted with the
fountain’s control programming that will be addressed in mechanical final inspection.

o Streetscapes Phase IV: Work began September 12t on Phase [ & II Project
areas. Demo completed on these areas, and utility conduits being installed.



o Nienhuis Football Sports Turf: Funding scheduled in next bond sale.

o Indian Springs Sports Complex (ISSC) Renovation Project: Met with Planning Design
Group personnel at complex to review any requested fence changes or deletions at
baseball and soccer complexes.

New walk-behind sweeper unit for Rose District maintenance has been ordered. Purchased
from state contract.

Bids were received for rose maintenance in the Rose District and Centennial Park. New
contractor has been awarded maintenance contract that will run through June 2017.

Met with manufacturer representatives for training on new IWF systems. Received training
on operations and maintenance of the mechanicai/feature control systems.

Bids were received for new 1-ton truck with refuse body. Waiting for council approval on
10/18/16.

Coordinated maintenance division responsibilities for the IWF grand opening.

Worked with Human Resources to post four open positions. Positions are open due o two
resignations, one dismissal, and one promotion.

Attended special event meeting related to the Cox community Concert. Coordinated
maintenance activities related to the concert.

Setup remote control-link schedule for the new Nienhuis Sports courts.

Attended discussion meeting related to the future use of the Chisholm Trail Events Park for
additional biking events/activities beyond Ruts and Guts event.

Attended discussion meetings related to the Geographic Information System (GIS) Green
City project.

Attended the Washington (91%) Street Gateway rose gardens dedication ceremony. Plague
was placed at site to honor organizations that donated materials and labor for the gardens.

Removed litter from parks and cleaned outdoor restrooms daily. Visually checked splash
pads for proper operation until closure.

Perfor =d janitorial duties at the Camino Villa Park Building weekly.
Conducted routine mowing of parks and trails. Completed 112 mowing cycles on 40 sites
during the month. Provide special grounds maintenance at Chisholm Trail Events Park prior

to the Cox Community Concert held on September 23,

Crew of 6 worked the United Way Day of Caring performing grounds maintenance for a
Broken Arrow resident.

Inspected Anderson Dam after the last significant seismic event.



Inspected the Liberty Parkway Trail and other park walking trails. Worked with
Streets/Stormwater to patch areas on the Arrowhead trail prior to surface maintenance.

Conducted routine mowing of football, adult softball, soccer and baseball athletic
fields. Fields were mowed 2-3 times per week.

Painted field boundary lines weekly for soccer, football, baseball and adult softball fields.

Relocated disc golf basket at Nienhuis Park to reduce errant discs going in homeowner’s
yard.

Two grounds supervisors attended the Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) field day
held at Oklahoma State University. Event was sponsored by the STMA QOklahoma Chapter.

Performed routine irrigation checks and repairs at all athletic complexes.

Applied herbicide to native areas at Veterans Park and Ray Harral Nature Park that will be
sowed with milkweed/wildflower seed mix as part of the Monarch Butterfly Project.

Applied fertilizer to all athletic fields at ISSC, Arrowhead, and Nienhuis.

ISSC ground supervisor manned booth at the Monarch Initiative workshop held in
Tulsa. 450 packets of milkweed seeds were distributed at the Broken Arrow booth.,

Closed splash pads for season. Performed end of season inspections and made repairs as
needed.

Removed shade structure canvas from all units at aquatic facilities and splash pads.

Inspected all bolt-anchored light poles on Park grounds after significant seismic event. No
problems noted.

Conducted monthly playground safety inspections. Corrected maintenance issues as
needed. Installed new replacement slide at Copper Creek playground. Installed 125 cubic
yards of playground surfacing at various playgrounds as needed.

Repaired activation valves and re-installed prior to the opening of the Rose District
Interactive Water Feature.

Reptaced metal panels blown off baseball dugouts during summer windstorm.

Inspected baseball complex bleacher cover frames prior to Fall Ball season. Framework was
secured and fabric re-tightened.

Attended operational training for the Rose District IWF. Conducted daily chemical and
filtration checks after grand opening.

Replaced department flags as needed, and lowered flags to half-staff when ordered.
Installed and removed event banners for Red, White and Brew event.



Removed lightning prediction system from the Arrowhead Administration building prior to
roof replacement project.

Scheduled contractor to perform service maintenance on the Centennial clock located at the
Rose District Plaza. Service will be performed in October.

Conducted routine daily maintenance in the Rose District; removed litter, blew debris from
sidewalk, weeded beds, fertilized hanging baskets, checked irrigation, etc.

Horticulturist monitored contractor removal of several large diseased or storm damaged
trees at ISSC, Ray Harral Nature Park, and Chisholm Trail Events Park.

Cleaned Veterans Park decorative fountain. Feature pump has small leak in water supply
piping in vault. Fountain will need to be closed down next month for pipe replacement.

Sprayed Nienhuis Rose Garden and deadheaded rose plants. Horticulturist monitored
contract maintenance on rose plants in the Rose District.

Horticufturist and recreational staff met with Discover Oklahoma personnel concerning
upcoming show on the Ray Harral Nature Center.

Removed several dead pine trees at ISSC and ground stumps.
Installed cypress and holly trees at the Rose District Plaza prior to the IWF opening.

Scheduled decorative kwik-kerb to be installed at City Hail and Broadway Street Gateway for
Monarch Butterfly way station sites. Sod was removed from sites and garden-soil mix
installed. Areas will be planted in spring as part of the Broken Arrow Monarch Movement.

Performed routine trimming of hedges at City parks and building grounds.
Tank watered landscape beds and newly planted trees that are not automatically irrigated.

Pruned back limbs overhanging trails and sidewalks in various park sites.

End of Report
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Contact: Krista Flasch

Director of Communications
City of Broken Arrow
Phone: (918) 259-2400, ext. 5309
Mobile: (918) 409-7771

BA Signs Waste Disposal Contract with Renewable Energy Facility

Broken Arrow, Okla. (10/19/2016) — Beginning December 1, 2016, City of Broken Arrow Sanitation
crews will transport solid waste collected to the Covanta Tulsa Renewable Energy Facility instead of the
landfill. In addition to substantially less tipping fees than our current fees at the landfill, disposing waste
with Covanta is environmentally friendly and is a responsible alternative to landfill disposal. It will reduce
the volume of waste to be disposed by 90 percent and generates valuable renewable energy, resulting in a
net reduction of greenhouse gas emissions when compared to conventional landfill practices.

“The average Broken Arrow household generates about 203 pounds of solid waste per month. When you
add up all the households we service, that’s a lot of trash that was ending up in the landfill,” said General
Services Director Lee Zirk. “We’re very excited about using a more sustainable method of waste disposal
that will create renewable energy.”

According to Covanta, a single kitchen bag of trash has the potential to keep a compact fluorescent light
bulb aglow for approximately four days. Broken Arrow’s Sanitation Division provides refuse pickup
services to more than 33,000 residential solid waste customers. The estimated annual cost for Broken Arrow
to use the Covanta plant is $490,000, based on a projected 40,000 tons of refuse to be collected in Fiscal
Year 2017.

HOW THE CHANGE WILL AFFECT CUSTOMERS

Some items appropriate for disposal at the landfill are not accepted by the Covanta Renewable Energy
Facility. As a result, our Sanitation crews will have to collect some larger, bulkier items during a separate
pickup. A bulky waste pickup will be required for the following items:

¢ Roofing, materials and/or wood from remodeling, privacy or other fencing
e Bags of dirt, rocks or concrete

(Continued)

www.brokenarrowok.gov 10/21/2016
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e Large items such as: mattresses and/or box spring sets, hot water heaters, disassembled swing sets,
furniture items, major appliances, carpet rolls, lawn mowers, lawn and yard equipment

o Refrigerators, freezers, air conditioners (with proper documentation) *

e Large piles of yard waste or brush that is not or cannot be bundled

*(accepted only if the proper documentation is attached that documents the refrigerant has been
properly removed by a licensed CFC technician)

Customers will need to call and schedule a bulky waste pickup by calling the Action Center at 918-258-
3587 or making a request online at ActionCenterBA.com. These pickups will occur weekly on Thursdays
and Fridays. As usual, the standard pickup charges will apply. Rate information is available at
BrokenarrowOK.gov/TRASH.

HHH
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PRESS RELEASE

Contact: Krista Flasch
Director of Communications

City of Broken Arrow
Phone: (918) 259-2400, ext. 5309
Mobile: (918) 409-7771

Fax: (918) 259-8226

14 High School Students Named to BA Youth City Council

Broken Arrow, Okla. (10/18/2016) — A swearing-in ceremony will be held at the Broken Arrow City
Council meeting on Tuesday, October 18 at 6:30 p.m. for 14 area high school students, who have been
selected as this year’s Youth City Council (YCC) members.

The 2016-2017 YCC members are:

e Allison Cloud, Epic Charter School
e Annalise Crockett, Broken Arrow High School (BAHS)
e Bethel Ejim, BAHS

e Cady Pax, BAHS

e Cale Ensminger, BAHS

e Cara Ho, homeschool

e Elvin “EJ” Hardwick, BAHS

e Eric McKinney, BAHS

e Justin Coats, BAHS

o Mallory Willis, BAHS

e Megan Skates, BAHS

e Piper Tully, BAHS

e Sabrina Domrique, BAHS

e Zoe Brooks, BAHS

Broken Arrow Youth City Council provides a great opportunity for high school students to learn how
municipal government works, obtain an understanding of local policymaking and help serve their
community. Participants will meet with City Councilors and other City officials, tour public facilities,
attend public meetings and demonstrate knowledge gained by presenting their ideas during the Mock
Youth City Council Meeting and once more to City Council.

HHH
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t 161* Street South Coweta, OK
Witness soldiers in camp

Officers planning for battle
Watch Surgeons at work

Hear and see the roar of cannons
Hear the music of the soldiers
Visit Coweta Mission Trading Post

Admission: Daily admission $5 per adult, $2 per child ages 6-12, $1 per child under 6
All proceeds from the Civil War Weekend Visit Coweta Mission website at
benefit the Military History Center 918-794-2712 www.cowetamission.com
112 North Main Street 918-720-9113 or visit our Facebook page at
Broken Arrow, OK 74012 918-357-2590 www.facebook.com/CowetaMission
www.okmhc.org

For More Information Call




Freedom’s Voice
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The Monthly Newsletter of the

Military History Center
112 N. Main ST
Broken Arrow, OK 74012
http://www.okmhc.org/
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Volume 4, Number 10

“Promoting Patriotism through the Preservation of Military History”

October 2016

United States Armed Services
Day of Observance

United States Navy Birthday — October 13

Important Date

November 13 — A Salute to Veterans

The MHC will host its annual Veterans Day Patriotic Concert, “A
Salute to Veterans”, at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, November 13 at the
Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center, located at 701 S. Main Street.
The featured performers will be the 77th Army Band “The Pride of
Fort Sill” and First Methodist Church Celebration Choir. Admission
is $5.00. Tickets may be obtained at the PAC door one hour before
the event or from the Military History Center at 112 N. Main Street
during regular business hours prior to concert day. For more infor-
mation, contact the MHC at 918-794-2712 or go to our website at
www.okmbhc.org.

The newly expanded MHC Research Library has more than 2,000 vol-
umes of military history and biography available to the student, author
or history researcher.
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The Ninth Annual Coweta Mission Civil War Weekend will
be held October 28-30 at the farm of Mr. Arthur Street, located
southeast of Coweta. Over the three days of this year’s event,
visitors will be able to enjoy a candlelight tour, see an authentic
infantry camp, an artillery battery, field hospital, signal corps,
engineering, officer's meeting, Coweta Mission Trading Post, a
Civil War battle, to enjoy Civil War period music and a dance
and to participate in a Civil War church service.

Friday, October 28 ......... Events begin at 6:00 PM
Saturday, October 29 .... Events begin at 9:00 AM
Sunday, October 30 ....... Events begin at 10:00 AM

Admission: Daily admission is S5 per adult, $2 per child age 6
to 12 and $1 for children under 6. For more information call
the MHC at 918-794-2712.

From Tulsa, Broken Arrow & Coweta - Travel east on Highway
51 to the intersection of 305" Street (also known as Ben Lump-
kin Road). This is the intersection at the high school. Travel
south on 305" Street to 161° Street. Turn left, and travel east
on 161% Street until you see the signs for the event.

Many are unaware of the participation of the people of
Indian Territory/Oklahoma in the Civil War or the events and
battles in Indian Territory, including in the Tulsa area. The Civil
War weekend provides an excellent opportunity to accquaint
students of all ages with the Civil War period. Come out and
see authentic Civil War weapons, uniforms and accourtements.

Net proceeds from the Civil War Weekend will
benefit the Military History Center.
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John Noah Reese, Jr. entered the Army at Fort Sill on De-
cember 18, 1942. After completing his basic training, he was
assigned to the 148™ Infantry Regiment, 37" Infantry Division
(Ohio National Guard). The 37" Infantry Division first engaged
in combat on New Georgia and Bougainville in the upper Solo-
mon Islands in 1943. In late 1944, it became part of the inva-
sion force that landed at Lingayen Gulf on Luzon in the Philip-
pines in January 1945.

On February 9, PFC Reese was a [Browning] automatic ri-
fleman (BAR) with Company B during the battle for Manila. The
148t Infantry was engaged in the attack on the Paco Railroad
Station in Manila. The railroad station was strongly defended
by 300 determined Japanese soldiers with machine guns and
rifles supported by several pillboxes, three 20-millimeter guns,
one 37-millimeter gun and heavy mortars.

Reese’s actions are best told by eyewitnesses. First Lieuten-
ant George F. Willett, a platoon leader in Company B, related
the following: "The railroad station was a well-defended enemy
strong point. The Japanese had built pill boxes containing ma-
chine guns, and between these they had dug foxholes for rifle-
men to furnish protection. In each corner of the building inside
the station, the enemy had placed 20-millimeter dual-purpose
guns surrounded by sandbags, and had built one large concrete
pillbox which contained a clip-fed 37-millimeter gun. There
were about 300 enemy troops in and around the station, ap-
parently with orders to defend their position to the last ditch.
The two men (Reese and PFC Cleto Rodriguez of San Antonio,
Texas) continued forward to a house 60 yards from their objec-
tive. Although under constant enemy observation, Private
Reese and his companion remained in this position for an hour,
firing at targets of opportunity, killing more than 35 Japanese
and wounding many more. Private Reese and his comrade
moved closer to the station where they discovered a group of
Japanese replacements attempting to reach the pillboxes. The
Yanks automatic rifles blazed into action and more than 40 of
the enemy troops fell dead. No other attempts were made to
man the emplacements. Again, the two men braved intense
enemy fire to reach a point 20 yards from the station. Private
Reese provided effective covering fire and courageously at-
tracted enemy fire to himself while his companion killed seven
Japs and destroyed a 20-millimeter gun and a machinegun with
hand grenades.”

Staff Sergeant Robert F. Green described the final action
that led to PFC Reese’s death. "By the time Private Reese's
companion had killed the seven Japanese with grenades, the
pair's ammunition was running low, so they decided to work
their way back to the rest of the squad. The two men alternate-

ly provided covering fire for each other. Private Reese stopped
to load a magazine with cartridges from an M-1 clip when he
was killed." PFC Rodriguez made his way safely back to the
American lines. (familysearch.org)

PFC Reese was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor,
on October 19, 1945. A week earlier, President Truman had
presented PFC Rodriguez the Medal of Honor at the White
House.

John Noah Reese, Jr. was born at Muskogee, Oklahoma, on
June 23, 1923. Before being drafted into the Army, he worked
as a groundsman for an electric company in Pryor. He is buried
in Fort Gibson National Cemetery, Fort Gibson, Oklahoma. He
was twenty-two years old.

On February 27, 1945, twenty-one-year-old PFC Herman C.
Wallace was serving in Co. B, 301% Engineer Combat Battalion,
76 Infantry Division near Prumzurley, Germany, just east of
the Siegfried Line. His unit was clearing mines, when he
stepped on an S-mine, or Bouncing Betty, as the soldiers called
them. When triggered, they bounced about three feet into the
air and exploded, spraying shrapnel in all directions. When PFC
Wallace heard the mine trigger, he knew that if he stepped off,
it would not only probably kill him, but others of his squad as
well. Instead, he deliberately placed his other foot on the mine
to hold it in the ground. PFC Wallace was killed by the explo-
sion, but he saved the lives of the men around him.

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond
the call of duty, he was posthumously awarded the Medal of
Honor, on October 25, 1945, accredited to Texas.

Herman Wallace was born in Marlow, Oklahoma in 1924.
At some point in his childhood, his family moved to Lubbock,
Texas, from where he entered the Army in June 1943. PFC Wal-
lace is buried in the City of Lubbock Cemetery.
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War on Terror

Master Sergeant Joshua L. Wheeler was killed in the pre-
dawn hours of October 22, 2015, as a result of enemy small-
arms fire sustained during a raid on an ISIS prison compound
seven kilometers (4.3 mi.) north of Hawija in Iraq's Kirkuk Prov-
ince. The operation secured the release of approximately sev-
enty hostages, including more than twenty members of the
Iraqgi Security Forces, being held in the compound. He was the
first American killed in combat in the war on ISIS.

Wheeler was born on November 22, 1975, at Roland, Okla-
homa and graduated high school at Muldrow. At the time of
his death, he was a member of the Army’s elite Special Opera-
tions Command — Delta Force. He was a highly decorated sol-
dier with eleven Bronze Stars and several other decorations.

Support the Military History Center

Do you want to join the many patriotic Oklahomans
who are already supporting the Military History Center’s
mission of “Promoting Patriotism by Preserving Military
History”? If so, contact the Military History Center at (918)
794-2712 to learn how you can be a supporter, or click on
the link below to go to the MHC website,
http://www.okmhc.org/donate/.

There’s something to accommodate everyone’s budget.
Monetary donations, as well as gifts in kind, are tax de-
ductible, subject to IRS regulations.

We invite you to be a part of this unique opportunity to
support a first-class military museum and history center in
Oklahoma.

486" Civil Affairs Battalion

The United States Army Civil Affairs and Psychological Op-
erations Command (Airborne), or USACAPOC(A), was founded
in 1985. USACAPOC(A) is composed mostly of U.S. Army Re-
serve soldiers in units throughout the United States. Its total
size is approximately 10,000 soldiers, making up about ninety-
four percent of the Department of Defense’s (DoD) Civil Affairs
forces and Seventy-one percent of the DoD's Psychological Op-

erations forces.

The primary mission of Civil Affairs is to conduct civil-
military operations. Civil Affairs soldiers are responsible for
executing five core CA tasks, Civil Information Management,
Foreign Humanitarian Assistance, Nation Assistance, Population
and Resource Control, and Support to Civil Administration.
Some sub tasks to these core tasks include identifying non-
governmental and international organizations operating in the
battlespace, handling refugees, civilians on the battlefield, and
determining protected targets such as schools, churches/temp-
les/mosques, hospitals, etc.

Civil Affairs units are the field commander's link to the civil
authorities in that commander's area of operations. The sol-
diers make up teams which interface and provide expertise to
the host nation government. USACAPOC(A)'s Civil Affairs sol-
diers are particularly suited for this mission since they are Army
Reserve soldiers with civilian occupations such as law enforce-
ment, engineering, medicine, law, banking, public administra-
tion, etc. (USACAPOC(A) website)

The 486%™ is one of seven Civil Affairs battalions within the
350" Civil Affairs Command, whose mission is to support the
U.S. Southern Command. The 486%™ CA Battalion’s headquar-
ters is at the Army Reserve Center in Sand Springs.

On Saturday, October 1, nine veterans of the 486" gathered
at the MHC to dedicate a section of bricks in the Memorial Flag
Plaza that are dedicated to soldiers of the 486™.

(L. to R.) CSM William L. Corbitt, MSG Charles Stanphill, COL Siegfried
E. Heit, MAJ Ellis G. Sheker, LTC Don J. Wadley, LTC Phillip W. Tolbert,
LTC Larry McCarthy, MAJ Joe L. Todd and LTC Bennett Guthrie
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Persian Gulf and Iraq Wars

The Persian Gulf War, lasting from August 2, 1990 to Febru-
ary 28, 1991, was the result of Iraqi dictator, Saddam Hussein’s,
unexpected invasion of Kuwait. The United States, with the
sanction of the United Nations, organized a coalition of thirty-
four nations to expel Iraqi forces from Kuwait. The first several
months of the war consisted of an intensive air campaign,
called Operation Desert Shield, meant to destroy the Iraqi air
force and the Iragi command and control structure. On Febru-
ary 24, 1991, U.S. and coalition forces, under the overall com-
mand of General Norman Schwarzkopf, opened a smashing
ground and air offensive, called Desert Storm, to drive the Iraqi
army from Kuwait. Three days later, Saddam Hussein ordered a
withdrawal of his army, and President George H. W. Bush de-
clared Kuwait liberated. On February 28, after only one hun-
dred hours of ground fighting, the war was over.

No sooner had Saddam Hussein gotten his army, including
over 80,000 Iragi POWs, safely home than he began attacking
his Shiite Muslim and Kurdish citizens, whom he considered
disloyal. The U. S. Government, again with the sanction of the
UN, established no-fly zones in northern and southern Iraq in
1992. The no-fly zones were enforced by U.S. British and
French air force units until 2003. (The French withdrew in
1998.) The allies became more and more concerned with the
large stockpiles of chemical and biological weapons, or weap-
ons of mass destruction (WMD), believed to be held by the
Iragis and the suspicion that Saddam Hussein was attempting
to acquire materials for nuclear weapons. His lack of coopera-
tion with UN weapons inspectors made the U.S. and British
governments grow even more concerned. The U.S. govern-
ment became convinced that Iraq had successfully hidden its
stock of WMD and was willfully ignoring UN resolutions de-
manding his cooperation with weapons inspectors.

General Tommy Franks

On March 20, 2003, the United States and its allies, led by
Oklahoman, General Tommy Franks, launched a massive
ground assault — Operation Iragi Freedom — into Irag with the
goal of overthrowing the regime of Saddam Hussein and locat-
ing and destroying the suspected WMD. The 3™ Infantry Divi-
sion and the 1% Marine Expeditionary Force converged on
Baghdad from two directions. The city fell to U.S. forces on
April 9. The initial phase of the war was short, but tons of con-
ventional weapons had fallen into the hands of former lIraqi

soldiers and civilians. Saddam Hussein was still at large, and
within a month an insurgency was under way. The U.S. had too
few troops in Iraq to effectively control the country, and events
quickly spiraled out of control as disparate groups in Irag took
up arms to settle old scores, to gain advantage and to fight the
“infidel” invaders. Additionally, elements of the terrorist organ-
ization, al-Qaeda, entered the country.
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An F-16 Fighting Falcon of the Tulsa-based 138t Fighter Wing, Okla-
homa Air National Guard, takes off from Balad Air Force Base, Iraq, in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

By 2005, Iraq was effectively in a state of civil war. The new
commander in Iraq, General David Petraeus, asked for addi-
tional forces. The opponents of the war, and most of President
George W. Bush’s advisors, counseled troop reductions and
withdrawal from Iraq, but the President did just the opposite,
sending several thousand more troops in an operation called
“The Surge”. The additional troops, along with new alliances
General Petraeus had made with several western Iraqi tribal
sheiks, turned the situation around.

In 2011, President Barrack Obama withdrew all combat
troops from Iraq. The U.S. military suffered 4,486 dead, includ-
ing seventy-five Oklahomans, during the eight and a half years
of the Iraq war. One Oklahoman* was killed in the Persian Gulf
War. (* vetfriends.com)

Soldiers of the 45 Infantry Brigade Combat Team are welcomed to
Camp Bucca, Iraq, February 6, 2008.
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Fallen Heroes of the Iraq War

CPL Jeremy D. Allbaugh

Jeremy D. Allbaugh was born on January 17, 1986, in Trav-
erse City, Michigan. He grew up in Harrah, Oklahoma, and
graduated from Harrah High School in 2004. Immediately fol-
lowing his graduation, he entered the United States Marine
Corps. His first duty station was a security detail at Patuxent
River Naval Air Station in Maryland. He was then assigned to
the 1% Battalion, 4" Marine Headquarters and Service Compa-
ny where he served in the personal security detachment to Lt.
Colonel Bohm in Al An-Bar province in Iraq. He was killed on
July 5, 2007, when the Humvee in which he was riding struck a
roadside bomb in An-Bar province. During his funeral service
Cpl. Allbaugh’s family received his decorations: National De-
fense Medal, the Global War of Terrorism Medal, Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Com-
bat Action Ribbon and Purple Heart. He had served in the Ma-
rine Corps for three years. Cpl. Allbaugh is buried in Blackwell
Cemetery, Blackwell, Oklahoma.

PFC Jaron D. Holliday

Jaron D. Holliday was born in Kansas City, Missouri on No-
vember 23, 1985, but grew up in Tulsa. He was a home-
schooled student who graduated from Tulsa-based Christian
Home Educators Fellowship in 2004 and became especially
anxious to join the Army after the September 11 terrorist at-
tacks. At the age of nineteen, he joined the Army in March
2005 and served as a cavalry scout.

On August 4, 2007, he was a member of B Troop 1% Squad-
ron, 40" Cavalry Regiment, 4" Brigade Combat Team (Air-
borne), 25" Infantry Division when his vehicle struck an impro-
vised explosive device during combat operations in Hawr Rajab,
Irag. Among his decorations are a Bronze Star and Purple
Heart. He is buried in Memorial Park Cemetery in Tulsa.

TSGT Jason L. Norton

Jason L. Norton was born in Miami, Oklahoma on April 1,
1973. He grew up in Miami and graduated from Miami High
School. He joined the Air Force in 1992. He was a patrol and
K-9 officer assigned to Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska. In Iraq
he was part of the 586" Expeditionary Mission Support Group,
which had duties that included transportation and security. He
was killed on January 11, 2006, when his vehicle struck an im-
provised explosive device while he was conducting convoy es-
cort duties in the vicinity of Taji, Irag. Staff Sgt. Brian McElroy
was also killed in the explosion.

As brothers-in-arms who died together, Sergeants Norton
and McElroy are buried side by side in Arlington National Cem-
etery, sharing a double-width gravestone. Among Sgt. Norton’s
decorations are a Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

SGT Ryan M. Wood

Ryan Mitchell Wood was born in Oklahoma City on July 11,
1984. He graduated in 2002 from Putnam City North High
School in Oklahoma City. Immediately after graduation, he
enlisted in the Army. Sgt. Wood was assigned to the 1 Battal-
ion, 26™ Infantry Regiment, 2" Brigade Combat Team, 1% Infan-
try Division, Schweinfurt, Germany. He served two tours in
Irag. Wood died of wounds received when an improvised ex-
plosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting Vehicle in
Baghdad, on June 21, 2007. Sgt. Wood was a much decorated
soldier. Among his many awards is the Combat Infantryman’s
Badge. Sgt. Wood is buried in Yukon Cemetery, Yukon, Okla-
homa.

These four heroes are only a small, random sample of the
seventy-five Oklahoma heroes who lost their lives in the Iraq
War.
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This Month’s Featured Exhibit — Civil War

Shown in the photograph of the Civil War exhibit are eleven lithographs of Civil War personalities and battlefield scenes. The
print at the bottom left, which also has samples of all the U.S. Civil War commemorative postage stamps that have been issued, was
donated by Robert Rorschach. The print on the lower right was donated by Tom Mancino. All other prints were donated by Grace
Boeger. The mannequin on the right is dressed in a replica uniform of a Confederate cavalry colonel. The uniform on the left is a
replica of a Union major general of infantry. The uniforms were donated by Doyle and Visia Sweat. Weapons in the exhibit include a
.54 caliber Model 1864 Burnside rifle and a .52 caliber Sharpe & Hankins Model 1862 Navy carbine. There are other Confederate
and Union artifacts and weapons not shown in the photograph, including the dress cape and Bible of Major and Chaplain Sherman
Martin Merrill of the 177" New York Infantry. Major Merrill’s artifacts were donated by his descendant family. The Civil War Ex-
hibit is sponsored by Camp Col. Daniel N. McIntosh, Sons of Confederate Veterans — Tulsa.

Museum Hours and Admission Fee

Tuesday — Friday: 10:00 — 4:00; Saturday: 10:00 — 2:00
Closed Sunday and Monday and major Federal holidays

Adults — $5.00
Members and Children under 18 — Free

For more information, call (918) 794-2712

Follow us on Facebook

Midshipmen on the parade ground at the United States Navy Acade-
my. The Navy Academy was established in 1845, at Annapolis, Mary-
land. Midshipmen may choose whether to be commissioned as offic-
ers either of the Navy or the Marine Corps.



The Continental Congress passed a resolution creating the Continental Navy on October 13, 1775. On November 3, Congress author-
ized the purchase of the first ship, commissioned USS Alfred on December 3, 1775, Captain Dudley Saltonstall commanding. On the
same day Alfred was commissioned, Congress authorized the purchase of thirteen ships for the new navy. No one had any illusions
about challenging the formidable Royal Navy. These new ships were intended to be commerce raiders. America’s most renowned
naval hero of the Revolutionary War was a daring young Scotsman named John Paul Jones. In 1779, commanding a frigate that the
French government had loaned him and which Jones had renamed Bonhomme Richard, he encountered HMS Serapis off the east
coast of England. With the two ships entangled and heavily damaged, the English captain asked Jones if he had struck his colors.
Jones famously replied, “I have not yet begun to fight”. He then boarded and captured the English ship. The heavily damaged Bon-
homme Richard sank shortly afterwards. (Bonhomme Richard — good man Richard — was named in honor of Benjamin Franklin’s
character, Poor Richard, from Franklin’s once published Poor Richard’s Almanac. Franklin was U.S. Minister to France and helped
secure the ship and financing for Jones’s operations.)

In 1785, the Navy was disbanded and the remaining ships were sold. By 1794, Congress realized that the nation needed a navy after
all. For years, the Barbary pirates of North Africa (modern Libya, Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco) had been preying undeterred on
American merchant shipping in the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic around Portugal, Spain and Morocco. President Thomas
Jefferson ordered the Navy to deal with the pirates. On February 16, 1804, Lt. Stephen Decatur sailed into Tripoli harbor disguised
as a Maltese merchant ship to burn the frigate, Philadelphia, which had run aground and had been captured by Tripolitan pirates.
Decatur and his gallant crew successfully burned Philadelphia and made good their escape. The Navy’s complete victory over the
Barbary pirates the following year was an impressive accomplishment for the young navy.

In 1812, the United States again went to war with Great Britain. The American Navy acquitted itself far beyond any expectations. In
September 1813, Commodore Oliver Perry defeated the British Great Lakes fleet at an inlet of Lake Eire called Put in Bay near mod-
ern Cleveland, Ohio. On the high seas, USS Constitution, the third ship commissioned by the new Navy, back in 1797, shocked the
British naval establishment by completely demolishing two British men-of-war: HMS Guerriere and Java. Constitution is the oldest
ship in the United States Navy, never having been decommissioned. It is permanently berthed at Charlestown (MA) Navy Yard.

During the Civil War, the Navy essentially had three responsibilities: blockade all Southern ports, destroy the Southern commerce
raiders and control the Southern rivers with ironclad river gunboats. In May 1862, a newly constructed and revolutionary ironclad
ship, USS Monitor, sailed from the Brooklyn Navy Yard, where it had been constructed, directly to Hampton Roads, Virginia, where
the Confederate ironclad, CSS Virginia, formerly USS Merrimack, was busily decimating the Federal wooden ships standing in the
Roads. On May 9, the two ironclads pounded each other for several hours without either doing any damage to the other as the iron
cannon balls simply bounced off the ships’ iron sides. From that date, every wooden naval ship in existence was made obsolete.
During the Spanish-American War, Commodore George Dewey, Commander of the Asiatic Squadron, demolished the Spanish fleet
at Manila Bay in just five hours.

The Navy was given command of the Central Pacific Theater in World War Il. For years, naval aviators had been trying to convince
the Navy that air power was the future, not the heavy, slow moving iron battleships. After the Pearl Harbor disaster, and particularly
after Navy fliers sank four Japanese aircraft carriers near Midway Island without the two fleets ever coming within sight of each oth-
er, the Navy brass conceded. Forward thinking admirals such as Chester Nimitz, William Halsey, Raymond Spruance and others
pushed the aircraft carrier battle groups as the offensive arm of the naval war in the Pacific. Battleships and heavy cruisers were
relegated to beach bombardment for Army and Marine landings. Along with the aircraft carrier battle groups, the submarine ser-
vice came into its own during World War Il sinking most of the Japanese navy and decimating the Japanese merchant fleet.

With no need for land based launching facilities, aircraft carriers proved invaluable during the wars in Korea and Vietnam. In the
mid-1950s, the Navy launched its first nuclear powered submarine, USS Nautilus. Without the need to surface to re-charge batteries
or to schedule a rendezvous with an oiler to refuel, submarines could now cruise underwater practically indefinitely. By the late
twentieth century, the Navy had decommissioned all its old oil-fueled aircraft carriers and submarines in favor of nuclear powered
vessels. The Navy continues to provide air power to support the War on Terror in southwest Asia and other places and to project
American strength around the globe. The modern United States Navy is unquestionably the most formidable navy afloat.
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“Lest We Forget”

Surrender of Lord Cornwallis by John Trumbull

After a twenty-one-day siege around the village of Yorktown, Virginia, and with food and ammunition exhausted, and with no hope
of relief, Charles Lord Cornwallis surrendered his army of 7,087 British and German troops and 900 seamen, on October 19, 1781, to
General George Washington, 245 years ago this month. Washington commanded a combined force of 6,500 American (on the right
in the painting) and French troops (on the left). Although a peace treaty recognizing the independence of the thirteen American
states would not be signed for two more years, this surrender decided the American War of Independence. Until recent times, this
was America’s longest war, having begun with “the shot heard ‘round the world” fired by Massachusetts militiamen — the renowned
minutemen — on the village green at Lexington, April 19, 1775, and ending with the signing of the Treaty of Paris on September 3,
1783.

The war cost 25,000 American dead, including 8,000 in combat, and another 25,000 wounded. (The casualty figures are historians’
approximations.)

Freedom is not free.

Freedom’s Voice is the voice of MVA, Inc. dba Military History Center, a 501(C)3 private foundation, as a service to its members and supporters.
Contents may be reproduced only when in the best interest of the Military History Center. Please direct comments or suggestions to the Editor
at newsletter@okmhc.org on the MHC Facebook page. Ken Cook, Editor
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