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2. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE / NOTIFICATION 
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For Immediate Release 
Date: April 23, 2020  
Contact: T.J. Gerlach  
918-259-2400, ext. 5348 | tgerlach@brokenarrowok.gov  

 
City of Broken Arrow cancels emergency proclamations 

Begins reopening in phases April 24 following Governor’s Bounce Back Plan  
 
 
On April 22, 2020 Governor Stitt’s Bounce Back Advisory group issued the Oklahoma Bounce 
Back Plan implementing a three phased approach to open Oklahoma’s economy starting on April 
24, 2020. The plan is based on scientific modeling from public health experts and is designed to 
mitigate the risk of the resurgence of COVID-19. It provides a detailed plan for the reopening of 
Oklahoma’s economy in phases that the City of Broken Arrow desires to implement. 
 
In support of the Governor’s plan, Mayor Craig Thurmond will terminate the City’s emergency 
declarations regarding sheltering in place effective at 11:59 p.m. on April 23, 2020. However, 
the City will continue following the Governor’s Safer at Home order for vulnerable populations 
through May 6.  
 
“The City Council discussed the local proclamations in place in connection with the pandemic 
for BA at its meeting last Tuesday night. My fellow City Councilors and myself, as well as our 
City Manager and his staff feel the governor’s plan is sensible and Broken Arrow will follow a 
plan consistent with the Governor’s,” Thurmond said. 
 
The City is working on a recovery plan for businesses and has set up a joint task force with the 
Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development Corporation called “BA 
Rising”. Businesses can access resources by visiting www.BArising.com. City Manager Michael 
Spurgeon has also set up three internal recovery task forces to focus on these areas: 
Organizational Operations, CARES Act & Stimulus Opportunities, and Economic Recovery.  
 
“We will begin the reopening in phases, and with specific guidance from the President and the 
Governor,” Spurgeon said. “We will be spending the next week preparing to work with 
businesses and other organizations as outlined in the Governor’s plan to open on May 1.” 
 
Residents with questions can continue using the City’s online COVID-19 resource center, 
www.BrokenArrowOK.gov/coronavirus. 
 
 
Background 
On March 15, 2020, the Governor of Oklahoma issued Executive Order 2020-07 declaring an 
emergency caused by the impending threat of COVID-19 to the people of Oklahoma and the 
public’s peace, health and safety. 

http://www.barising.com/
http://www.brokenarrowok.gov/coronavirus
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The City of Broken Arrow issued emergency proclamations related to the COVID-19 pandemic 
on March 19, 2020 and March 31, 2020. The March 19th proclamation ordered the closing of 
certain business and commercial establishments in Broken Arrow either in-full, or with special 
conditions for limited operation.  
 
On March 31, 2020 Mayor Thurmond proclaimed an Amended Emergency Proclamation, 
ordering all citizens in or visiting the City of Broken Arrow to shelter at their place of residence 
except for “Essential Activities”. This Shelter in Place order went into effect on April 1 and was 
set to expire April 30.  
 
On March 24, 2020, the Governor amended his Executive Order requiring vulnerable individuals 
to stay home except for essential errands, closing non-essential businesses in counties with 
confirmed cases of COVID-19, suspending certain elective and minor medical procedures, 
prohibiting gatherings of 10 or more individuals and restricting visitation at nursing homes; and 
on April 15, 2020 Governor Stitt extended his Safer at Home order for vulnerable individuals 
until May 6, 2020.  
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For Immediate Release 
Date: April 20, 2020  
Contact: Jennifer Swezey, City of Broken Arrow  
918-607-8921 | jswezey@brokenarrowok.gov  

 
 

Broken Arrow Names New Communications Manager 
Jennifer Swezey chosen to lead Communications  

 
The City of Broken Arrow is pleased to announce the promotion of Jennifer Swezey to the 
position of Communications and Media Relations Manager. She will lead the Communications 
division within the City Manager’s Office and is the primary contact for all media inquiries for 
the administration. Swezey will also work closely with the Broken Arrow Fire Department 
administration as well as the Police Department public affairs office who will continue handling 
media inquiries for the Police Department.   
 
Swezey, who most recently has served as the City’s Community Relations Liaison, brings 
sixteen years of experience including nine in local government. She began work at the City in 
2014 after spending ten years in North Carolina working in tourism, marketing, and 
communications. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing from Oklahoma State 
University and a Master of Arts degree in Administrative Leadership from the University of 
Oklahoma. 
 
City Manager Michael Spurgeon said, “I was very excited to promote Jennifer to this important 
position on the City’s leadership team. She has many great ideas on how we will enhance, 
expand and take our transparency and communications responsibilities to the community to the 
next level. I’m very excited to see where she takes us!” 
 
The Communications Division manages the City's website, online citizen request tool, social 
media platforms, government access channel (Cox cable channel 24), video production, press 
events, media relations, publications, marketing, and branding for the City. 

“Broken Arrow is a great place to live, work, and play,” Swezey said. “I am grateful for this 
opportunity to keep telling Broken Arrow’s amazing stories and keep our citizens informed.” 

For media inquiries, Jennifer’s primary phone number is 918-607-8921. Her office phone 
number is 918-259-2400, ext. 5447. Her email address is jswezey@brokenarrowok.gov.  
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