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CMAO honors BA City Manager with 2020 Gerald Wilkins Award 

Michael Spurgeon named award winner during virtual conference  
 
Broken Arrow City Manager Michael Spurgeon was named the 2020 Gerald Wilkins Award 
winner by the City Management Association of Oklahoma (CMAO). The announcement came 
during CMAO’s virtual Annual Summer Conference on Aug. 19. 
 
Spurgeon, who has served as Broken Arrow’s city manager since September 2015, was surprised 
with the award at City Hall a week prior to the formal announcement. 
 
“It’s hard to believe that I’ve been in this profession for over 30 years. For me it’s always been 
about something more important than myself,” Spurgeon said tearfully when accepting the 
award. “It’s been about trying to give back to those communities that I serve and realizing that I 
can’t do it by myself. It takes a governing body that has the same desire to make the community 
that they represent better and secondly, building a strong leadership team and support staff. If 
you don’t surround yourself with great people, you’re not going to be successful.” 
 
Informally known as the City Manager of the Year Award, the Gerald Wilkins Award honors 
city managers in Oklahoma who strengthen the city management form of government through 
their stable length of service to cities, dedication to civic activities and participation in and 
contribution to CMAO and the International City/County Management Association. 
 
“Michael is a terrific leader in our community,” said Broken Arrow Mayor Craig Thurmond, 
who nominated Spurgeon for the award. “He actively pushes Broken Arrow forward and helps 
the City maintain a positive image within the state, region and across the country. He embraces a 
high level of standards that has contributed to a positive atmosphere around the community.” 
 
“This award is nominated by peers and colleagues. It is also selected by peers and colleagues, so 
just to be nominated for this award is a humbling honor,” said Dave Slezickey, vice president of 
the CMAO Board and city manager of Kingfisher, who presented the award. “You’ve been 
recognized by others for your achievements, and you’ve made achievements with others. When 
someone calls you and wants to know what’s going on in the City of Broken Arrow, you don’t 
hesitate to go sell your community and tell them how much you love it.”  
 
Spurgeon has been involved in city administration for over 33 years, with 12 of those years in 
Oklahoma (Broken Arrow and  Miami). He is currently a Board Member for the Oklahoma 
Municipal League and the Broken Arrow Economic Development Corporation. 
 
The four other who were nominated for this year’s award are: Warren Lehr, city manager of 
Owasso; Tim Lyon, city manager of Midwest City; Joan Riley, city manager of Sapulpa; and Jim 
Thomas, former city manager of Claremore. 
 





Dear Local Franchising Authority,

The following channel changes will occur for Cox Communications and Cox Business customers
on September 16, 2020.

· The Impact Network HD will launch on TV Essential channels 295/1295.  This channel
will be available for Contour customers.

· The international channel Aapka Colors will launch and will require a separate paid
subscription.

We are truly grateful for the opportunity to serve your community. If you have any questions 
regarding these changes, please contact me at (405) 286-5061.

Sincerely,

Robbie Squires
Director, Government Affairs
Cox Communications Central Region



 

Office of the City Manager 
 

 
To:  Honorable Mayor and City Councilors 
 
From:  Jennifer Swezey, Communications & Media Relations Manager 
 
Date: August 21, 2020 
 
Re:  Recent Media Coverage 

 
 
Below are some links to news coverage in Broken Arrow this week.  
 
COVID-19: 
 
https://tulsaworld.com/whos-open-is-it-safe-are-there-concessions-we-answer-questions-about-
movie-theaters-reopening/article_738c56ac-26c1-58eb-9cc8-943ff50ed955.html 
 
https://www.newson6.com/story/5f3fb96906a0bb653f526ca1/broken-arrows-warren-theater-reopens-
after-closing-due-to-covid19-pandemic 
 
 
Other: 
 
https://www.fox23.com/news/local/city-officials-taking-more-steps-revitalize-broken-arrows-
new-orleans-district/5BEUVWQR3JG4JO7ZGMTB3I2W3I/  
 
https://www.fox23.com/news/local/broken-arrow-residents-seeing-higher-water-
bills/HX2OKGS5GRHP5HN6EBGZ7XJA3M/     ((waiting for update to this story confirming 
the customer interviewed was assisted the next day and a major leak was confirmed)) 
 
https://tulsaworld.com/business/urgent-care-facility-to-be-developed-at-site-in-broken-
arrow/article_478b4da6-b56e-5ac9-9488-468c3c21abb7.html 
 
https://www.kjrh.com/news/local-news/broken-arrow-wwii-veteran-celebrates-75th-v-j-day 
 
https://www.newson6.com/story/5f37e80eecc49034a27fced1/broken-arrow-police-give-away-
school-supplies-at-back-to-school-bash 
 
https://tulsaworld.com/business/area-housing-permits-for-july-soar-82-best-total-since-
2005/article_d0ba2da7-40b5-5cda-b895-ab3379c090c1.html 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Swezey 
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