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April 17, 2013

Honorable Craig Thurmond
Mayor, City of Broken Arrow
City Council Chambers, City Hall
220 South First Street

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma F4012

Honorable Mayor Thurmond,
RE: REJECT Chloramine Diginfection

Flease don't allow vourselves to ba tricked inta the use of chleramine as 8 secondany watar tn
reason for you to make this changa. While | appreciate Cily Council’s desire to comply with L
Byproducts Rule, as it has boan represanted Lo yvou; the Ciy of Broken Amow has never violat
thers is concarn ywou might, the City of Broken Arrow is eligible for a waiver for gt least two yves
Capital Improvament Project, such as your new Surface Water Treatment Plant.

Tha argurments in favor af the use of chloramine are extremely outdated and quile frankly dan
new avidence haing publishad by a ieam of water freatment experts and medical doctors that
o consider befare yvou begin the process of causing unnecassary harm o your constituents, T
of chloramine is cheap and easy. Deploying the state of the arl designed treatmant plant in 20
thiz regulation. .. why would you conzider anything elze, espacially chamicals that do harm? 1
usa may allow Brakan Arrow 1o mora aasily blend s water supplies with wholesale water fror
of other problems for your consumers; financial and propady damage, as wall as, medical anc
alternatives. . why wouldn't the City of Broken Armow attemnpt chlorine dosa adjustments rathe
chemicals to its drinking water?

A far bettar approach might be o work with Tulsa Municipal Utility Authority to help them saak
poisoning of its citizens; this can be dome in Tulsa by enhancing coagulation, improvirg filtratic
charcoal, You will be 1old these optlons are more expeansive, bul in frulh they 2re aitimataly m
additional benafits. Bottomling, enhancing coagulation, improwing filkration or using activated o
chemicals and loxing from he walar then what you gre doing now. If these chemicals are not i
have anything 1o react with snd can allack bectera like it s supposed to. Your future Water Tr
gt remawving these precursor chemicals than all of these technologies.

| wart to call yvour attention to the March 2010 editicn of the AWWA Journal {American Watar'
water industny's premier publication = which has an extensive article on allernative disinfactan
DMLY benefit listed iz reduction of haloacetic acids (HAAL=) and nhalomathares (THMs). Und
the list Includes, "N-Nitrosodimetfidaming (NDMA) farmation, lodpacids, pofential fo form over
as strong a disinfectant, more complicated fo produce (auaiding of ard & chicremine), less aff
mitrification prablems and foxic to fish.” The author concludes, ‘precursor Coninol - VErSLWE sl
dizinfactant - iz the preferrad primary aporossh o compiance.” Why havent vou as a Cily Co
altermatives?

What you have bean old is, "everyone else iz doing it... and, USEPA says it is safe”, both par
lale you s .. the USEPA and walar industry lsaders are predicting the end of chipramination w
Why Bacause it costs more, is foxic and provides your citizens with less protection then they
encourage vour reexamination of these facts and direct vour professional siaff back 1o opan di
simply brushing them aside. These concems are real. If yvou have any questions, pleas.a Garta
Farhaps the most effickent way for us o communicata is 10 amail me at: T e
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