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2. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE / NOTIFICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 



 
 
To:   Craig Thurmond, Mayor 
   Richard Carter, Vice-Mayor  
   Mike Lester, Council Member 
   Johnnie Parks, Council Member 
   Scott Eudey, Council Member 
   
Cc:  Michael L. Spurgeon, City Manager 
 
From:  Beth Anne Childs, City Attorney 
  
Date:  March 3, 2017 
 
Re:  Proposed Development located South of the Creek Turnpike and West of 

Olive (South 129th East Avenue) 
 

On Friday, February 3, 2017, Economic Development Coordinator Norman Stephens and I met 
with Steve Bruner and his attorney, Eric Nelson, regarding a proposed development south of the 
Creek Turnpike and west of Olive (South 129th East Avenue).  The proposed development is 
located on a Creek Allotment.  In August of last year, Staff received a request from Dave 
Sanders, a Civil Engineer with Sanders Engineering, Inc., to meet about this development.  I met 
with Mr. Bruner and Mr. Sanders regarding the project.  At that time, the development primarily 
consisted of a dance hall and restaurant.  Staff updated the Council about this facility in its 
meeting of October 18, 2016. 
 
Mr. Bruner and Mr. Nelson provided and update on the status of the project.  The dance 
hall/sports bar is currently under construction and will be known as the Embers Grill.  It is 
located completely within the boundary of the Allotment and will be served by well water and an 
aerobic system.   
 
When Mr. Bruner originally met with Staff, no plans for development, other than general 
identification as commercial, were discussed.  A few weeks ago, Staff received a schematic 
showing a mixed-use development consisting of multi-family units (apartments), a commercial 
area, and the Embers Grill.  After receiving the drawing, Staff requested a meeting with Mr. 
Sanders and Mr. Bruner.   
 
Mr. Bruner, advised Staff that he continues to evaluate the best use for this property.  Although 
still in the initial stages, it is contemplated that the project will be completed in phases and will 
be comprised of an events area, a multi-family development of approximately 744 units, a full-
service hotel, a green area and pavilion, and commercial uses separate and apart from the Embers 
Grill.  Specifically mentioned was a beer garden and other food and retail establishments.   
 
Mr. Stephens and I emphasized the need to keep the Council and the community updated about 
this development.  We also suggested hosting meetings with concerned residents to review the 
details of the proposed project.  Mr. Bruner indicated that he anticipates having gaming machines 
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in the Embers Grill, as well as the Hotel.  However, he understands that all gaming activities 
must be properly licensed and permitted. 
 
This meeting was very helpful in terms of understanding the scope of this project.  However, 
there are a number of questions that need to be answered by the City’s sovereignty attorney, 
representatives of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the State Attorney General’s Office.  I am in 
the process of scheduling meetings with representatives of these agencies.  I anticipate that this 
will take several weeks to complete.  Once that is accomplished, I will place this matter on for 
the Council’s discussion and will provide a comprehensive summary of the status. 
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Broken Arrow has been recognized consistently as one of the best places in America in which to live and raise a family. With a 
population nearing 100,000, the City of Broken Arrow sets the standard by providing the best municipal programs and services 
in our region, while promoting a positive and safe environment for families, businesses, community organizations and visitors.  
  
   

Contact: Mary McAtee 
Digital Content Specialist 

City of Broken Arrow 
Phone: (918) 259-2400 x 5449 

Email: mmcatee@brokenarrowok.gov 
 

 
Monarch expert will speak in Broken Arrow 

Residents can learn how to save the butterfly in their own back yard 
 
 
Broken Arrow, Okla. (3/2/17) – The Broken Arrow Monarch Movement will host Dr. Chip 
Taylor, Founder and Director of the Monarch Watch organization, at the Broken Arrow High 
School Media Center March 4, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. Dr. Taylor will present “Monarchs and 
Pollinators: The Need for Habitat Restoration,” which will focus on the declining monarch 
population and how residents can help preserve the monarch in their own back yard. 
 
The iconic black-and-orange butterfly has had a declining population, dropping 68% over the last 
two decades. One reason for the decline is the loss of milkweed, the sole food source for the 
monarch caterpillar. 
 
The Broken Arrow Monarch Movement is a citizen’s committee coordinating with the Broken 
Arrow Parks and Recreation Department to help conserve the monarch butterfly. The Monarch 
Movement has identified park locations to plant milkweed and presented the Mayor’s Monarch 
Pledge to the City Council, which was signed in October 2016. 
 
Monarch Watch an outreach program focused on education, research, and conservation of the 
monarch butterfly. Monarch Watch created the Monarch Waystation program, which sets up 
areas to plant milkweed, and the monarch tagging program, which tracks the population and 
migration of the butterfly.  
 

WHAT: Dr. Chip Taylor, “Monarchs and Pollinators: The Need for Habitat Restoration” 
WHEN: Saturday, March 4, 2017, starting at 2:00 p.m. 
WHERE: Broken Arrow High School Media Center, at 1901 E. Albany Street 
COST: Free 

 
### 

 


